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Question 1: With the Homecoming Parade on Saturday
we wanted to know: What is the weirdest or funniest thing
you have ever seen in a parade?
Question 2: What is Homecoming, anyway?

•Dan Cimmino
freshman, pre-communications
Q1: “We saw cheerleaders fall off of a float, and a
half-naked kid in a cage. He was big and fat and hairy.
It was a football float.”
Q2: “A celebration of sorts, celebrating not only football, but the pride that goes along with the school that
you’re attending.”

•Jamie Rose
freshman, general studies
Q1: “The Shriners guys. You know the little guys
that drive around in circles. I always wanted to get
in one, but it would probably break down halfway.”
Q2: “Mmm ... a good excuse to party and watch
football.”

•Chris Ecret
freshman, athletic training
Q1: “Umm ... KISS. You know, the band KISS.”
Q2: “A whole bunch of people come back and get
drunk. The whole fuckin’ school gets drunk.”

I was astounded by Miss Shelby
Soots’ Letter to the Editor published on Friday, Oct. 6. In her
letter, Miss Soots asserted that students bound to wheelchairs need
to “grow up” because two such
students filed a grievance because
the bus system’s wheelchair lifts
are often broken, inhibiting them
from traveling effectively and
efficiently.
Miss Soots explained that she is
often tardy to class because of the
few minutes it takes to board and
unboard people with wheelchairs.
If such an occurrence is so frequent, perhaps she would find it
beneficial to leave her home thirty
minutes earlier. As it is now, she is
obviously leaving too late to
assure she reaches class on time;
thirty minutes would give her
plenty of leeway, even if a wheelchair user were also to need the
Stones money should go to students, not Dennison’s pockets
I just have to write a response to
the story on Tuesday, Oct. 10 in
the Kaimin about what to do with
all the profits from the Rolling
Stones concert. Well, first of all,
let’s start with the parking situation all week during the event.
Students pay an ever-increasing
tuition and parking fee to be able
to park in those lots and use the
facilities that were denied to them
all week. And then, they charged
$15 to park anywhere near camDanny Davis is entertaining,
right on about Tigers’ bandwagon

•Addie Rogness
freshman, general studies
Q1: “We did this vigilante parade in high school;
these one guys got a bunch of snow and did this one
thing with a bobsled with no dogs. It was crazy,
strange because it was in May.”
Q2: “That’s a good question. I’d say honoring the
football players. That’s what I would imagine, or
honoring the U of M. Football players are the main
thing.”

•Aimee Morrison
freshman, pre-forestry

As an avid reader of the first
few sentences of many Kaimin
articles, whereupon I become
bored and skip to the next, I’d like
to offer a thank you to sports
writer Danny Davis for his consistently entertaining articles. It’s
refreshing to know that humor can
be found somewhere within the
Kaimin; even if it happens to be
found in the sports section alone.
If wheelchairs make buses too
slow, try walking instead

Q1: “People running around in little Speedos, like
naked cowboys.”
Q2: “It’s, like, introducing or welcoming everyone back to school, I guess.”

T h e Ka i m i n ac c ep t s l e t t er s t o t h e ed i t o r a nd
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The Montana Kaimin, in its 109th year, is
published by the students of The
University of Montana, Missoula. The UM
School of Journalism uses the Montana
Kaimin for practice courses but assumes
no control over policy or content.
Send letters to the editor to
letters@kaimin.umt.edu or drop them off
in Journalism 107
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In response to Miss Thang’s
article on the inconvenience of the
broken wheel chair lift … if it is
such an inconvenience, maybe
you should consider alternate
transportation. The extra five or
six minutes you’re waiting, you
could get up and acquire some
much needed exercise and walk
the extra mile. Not only will it
make your body feel better but it
will clear your mind so your perspective on life and your ability to
move freely, without physical
impairment, will be a little less
discriminatory. If you think about
the inconvenience of being in a
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bus services. Additionally, Miss
Soots added that students inconvenienced by wheelchair users
“don’t gripe or complain about it,”
yet, complaining is exactly what
Miss Soots is doing.
In the most offensive statement
made in the letter, Miss Soots
said, “You (people with wheelchairs) probably think you’re
being cute, but apparently you
didn’t think of the other students
when doing this.” Grammatical
error aside, Miss Soots is seemingly unaware that she is the one
not minding other students. Miss
Soots, a junior studying anthropology (the study of humans), has

those wheelchair-accessibility
ramps that are 12 years overdue?
I’m sure there are plenty of useful
places for the money to go instead
of in the pockets of fatcats who
already make too much money,
like Mr. Dennison. What with his
new $40,000 raise (don’t even get
me started on that!), I’m sure he
doesn’t need any of that profit.
College is supposed to be a
LEARNING institution, so why
don’t we re-invest those profits
with that thought in mind?
– Billy Hopkins,
senior, surgical technology

By the way, ditto on boarding the
Tigers bandwagon. As a White
Sox fan, I’m all about it, despite
our numerous losses to the Tigers
and generally disappointing season (I have nightmares of
Buehrle’s pitching). Having to
watch the Sox games develop at 3
a.m. on the Internet during last
year’s World Series (as I was in
Ireland), I’m glad to see another
underdog representing the AL
Central and be able to fully enjoy
it. So to anyone who is bored of

reading letter after letter of: “No,
Walt is an Anti-Semite,” “No he’s
not, you’re the Anti-Semite,” “No
no, I said it first, I’m smart and
read a book once,” I recommend
not wasting your time and going
straight to Davis’ witty and
informative articles, as they are
among the few worth reading.
Cheers.
– Todd Wojtanowicz,
senior, history

wheelchair, how long it takes
them to get ready for anything,
maybe you’d have more respect
for the physically impaired.
Personally, I live ten miles away
from campus; I drive myself into
town, then park a few miles away
and then bike my lazy ass to campus. I do all of this without bitching about the ridiculous transportation fee, with the exception
of this article. You, my dear,
should be less inconsiderate and
think about what you would do if
you didn’t have the use of your
legs. These two students that are
inconvenienced as well, do not
deserve your harsh words about
“growing up”. They are a minority and trying to survive on their

own in a physically able world.
Also, you say they “run to someone and whine”, they can’t run!
YOU CAN! So MOVE! Your
quote on things being mechanical
can and will fail, are you going to
bitch, when the bus breaks down
and causes you to be more than 10
minutes late, or even miss class,
and then write a letter? At Big Sky
High, you had many classmates in
wheelchairs, were you intolerant
of them as well? Put more energy
into your physical ability than
someone else’s disability.
– Becky Pederson,
sophomore, undeclared
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wasted three years of her life:
though she has been studying
humans, she has ironically learned
nothing about compassion and
empathy, the two traits that set
humans apart from all other living
things. I suggest that in order to
better understand the unique
struggles posed to wheelchair
users each day that Miss Soots go
to the Curry Health Center and ask
if she may borrow a wheelchair
for the day to conduct a social
experiment. From there, she can
take the rest of her day in the
immense leisure that those in
wheelchairs experience daily, and
she can slow the buses, and she
can be the subject of hateful,
crude letters to the editor.
Traveling a mile in another’s
shoes would do this young woman
a world of good.
– Michael West,
freshman, anthropology and
Spanish

pus on concert day. Will any of the
students be reimbursed for the
lack of parking that they paid for?
Or for the loss of facilities use for
the week? Maybe the profit should
benefit the students, since that is
what the college is here for (isn’t
it?). I am sure that plenty of organizations and departments on any
of the three UM campuses in
Missoula could use some funds
for student-related improvements.
Maybe we could offer free parking or free printing to students
who already pay too much for
their education. Or how about
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Soots should try spending a day
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Accuracy Watch
The Montana Kaimin is committed to

accuracy in its reports. If you think the Kaimin has committed
an error of fact, please call us at 243-2394 or e-mail
editor@kaimin.umt.edu and let us know.
If we find a factual error we will correct it.

Correction:
In the Oct. 12 Kaimin, Trevor Kilgore’s letter to the editor was
edited in such a way that his intended meaning was changed. A sentence in his letter should have read:
“To his credit, Mayer appears to have abandoned his previous
habit of slandering Walt as an anti-Semite or modern-day Klansman,
and has decided instead to openly address the primary motivation
behind the continued public condemnation of Walt’s appearance, the
dismissal of professor Richard Drake as coordinator of the series.”
Also, another sentence should have read:
“If Pack had his way, University courses would feed students a
hearty supply of ‘positive information about Jewish history and culture’ while dispensing with lessons concerning the complicated origins of the Israeli state, Israel’s treatment of Palestinians and the
recent invasion of Lebanon.”

News
Submerged skivvies, sorority spraying, sullied Sukkot
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ZACHARY FRANZ
MONTANA KAIMIN
Oct. 6, 7:30 p.m.
The Office of Public Safety
received a report of possible drug
use near Aber Hall. Responding
officers found a woman sitting on
a bench outside the dorm, with a
bag of marijuana conspicuously
resting on her purse. The woman
was cited for possession of dangerous drugs.
Oct. 7, 1:09 a.m.
Public Safety officers responded
to a Missoula Police Department
report regarding a man vandalizing the Kappa Alpha Theta sorority house with spray paint. The

O ct . 5
University of Montana maintenance staff removed four pairs of women’s
underwear that were clogging the toilet near the trail to the “M”
following the Rolling Stones concert, said Capt. Jim Lemcke with
the Office of Public Safety.
“I don’t know what was going on in there,” Lemcke said.
“Maybe it’s just very powerful suction in the toilet.”
Another theory is that someone intended to throw the panties onstage, but
couldn’t get a ticket, and instead abandoned them in the outhouse.
“If Babe wants her panties back, they’re a little damaged, but here they are,” Lemcke
said.
In fact, Babe’s panties were turned over to the Kaimin. Please call the newsroom at 2434310 to claim.

Police Blotter

Public Safety officer found a man
at the scene holding a can of red
spray paint, Lemcke said. The
man, a UM student, had some of
the paint on his hands, indicating
recent use.
“I’m not going to use the pun,”

Lemcke said. “I think we’re higher quality humor than that.”
Apparently, the student had
hoped to party at the house but
had been turned away, Lemcke
said.
The student also spray painted
the Sigma Alpha Epsilon and the
Sigma Chi fraternity houses,
Lemcke said. Furthermore, while
being detained by police, the student made a remark concerning
the sexual orientation of a passerby, Lemcke said. That comment
resulted in an additional charge. In
all, he was charged with three
counts of criminal mischief, a

minor in possession, disorderly
conduct and a student conduct
code violation. He was turned
over to Missoula Police because
of the jurisdiction.
“He was not having a good day
and he passed it on to others,”
Lemcke said.
Oct. 7, 4:11 p.m.
Damage was reported to a structure in the Oval. The structure was
built to mark Sukkot, a Jewish
holiday. Sukkot lasts for seven
days and commemorates the 40
years during which, according to

Jewish lore, the children of Israel
wandered the desert. It also celebrates the harvest season. Some
boards were removed from the
structure, as were some pumpkins
and decorative ears of corn,
Lemcke said. Whether the damage
was religiously motivated or runof-the-mill
hooliganism
is
unknown at this time.
Oct. 8, 4 p.m.
A student reported that a backpack had been stolen from his
unlocked dorm room. Among the
contents of the bag were an iPod
and a graphing calculator, Lemcke
said. The incident serves as a
reminder that students should lock
their dorm room doors when no
one is home.
Citations:
Rachel Berlin-Allaire, 18,
Possession of dangerous drugs
Ethan
Goodman,
19,
Criminal mischief (three
counts), Minor in possession
of alcohol, Disorderly conduct
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Crunching numbers, cracking jargon
Understanding your health insurance
J ACOB B AYNHA M
MONTANA KAIMIN
Editor’s note: Last week the
Kaimin ran a story about Noah
Ginnings, a UM student who is
battling brain cancer as well as
the high costs of his medical treatment. This is a follow-up story
describing the ins and outs of the
often confusing insurance industry, focusing on UM’s Blue Cross
Blue Shield insurance plan.
For most University of Montana
students, health insurance is little
more than a steadily increasing fee
to pay at the beginning of each
semester. For the fortunate, this is
all it will be. But for those suddenly struck with severe illness, it will
quickly mean a whole lot more.
Noah Ginnings certainly didn’t
think a great deal about his health
insurance until he had a grand mal
seizure at Placid Lake five years
ago. His friends rushed him back
to Missoula, and he was diagnosed
with brain cancer. All of a sudden,
once-obscure policy jargon like
“premiums,” “allowable fees” and
“annual stop loss” came to the
forefront of the Ginnings’ family
vocabulary.
It’s easy to get by being ignorant about insurance policies until
the moment when you need them
the most.
“I would say that most people
don’t understand insurance,” said
Rick Curtis, insurance administrator at the Curry Health Center. To
explain he pulled out a legal pad
and a pencil and drew a diagram
of two circles. One is a simple circle, but the other is made up of
many smaller circles.
Curtis pointed to the first circle.
Imagine you are suddenly ill, he
said. Would you like to pay the
entire cost of your health care? He
pointed to the other circle. Or
would you rather be part of a pool
of people all paying a small
amount for when one of them gets
sick?
This, he said, is the logic of
insurance. But it quickly gets a lot
more complicated than that.
Insurance plans vary infinitely in
the costs of their premiums, the
size of their deductibles and the
types of medical services offered.

Shane McMillan / Montana Kaimin

Deborah Ginnings has saved most of the paperwork involving the insurance for Noah’s treatments. Most are denials, payment requests and statements. She keeps all of them in a box full of manila folders. If
she were to spread them out, they would probably cover the floor of their living room.

UM has contracted Blue Cross
Blue Shield to offer its student
insurance policy. Thirty percent of
UM students have purchased this
plan. Of 189 companies that offer
group insurance plans in Montana,
Blue Cross Blue Shield is by far
the largest, owning just more than
50 percent of the market share.
The same Blue Cross Blue Shield
plan covers six other college campuses in Montana.
Curtis stands behind the plan.
He said if a student can find a
cheaper plan with comparable
coverage, they should take it.
“A lot of people aren’t used to
understanding that shopping
around is in their best interest,”
Curtis said.
But consumer awareness is not
the strongest point of the insurance industry. Clients can misunderstand policies, and often the
most pivotal time for comprehen-

sion comes in the case of a medical emergency involving great
pain or trauma.
Montana State Auditor John
Morrison sees this as a problem.
“At the very least we need better disclosure so that when people
shop for insurance and see 80-20
here and 70-30 there, they will
know how many dollars the insurance policy will put forward when
something happens,” he said.
Morrison said that there are
serious health care issues that need
to be addressed in this country.
“The United States health care
system has big problems and they
need to be addressed. Unlike most
industrial countries in the world,
we fail to cover everybody,” he
said.
Curtis said that health care is a
three-legged stool that needs to
balance quality, affordability and
accessibility.

“The question is, as a student, at
what point do we negotiate greater
benefits and what are you willing
to pay for that benefit,” Curtis
said.
One benefit UM’s Blue Cross
Blue Shield student plan does not
include is a direct agreement with
pharmacies to allow students to
only pay their 30 percent co-pay
for their prescriptions. Currently,
the plan requires students to pay
the entire price of their medicine
at the pharmacy, then send off a
claim to Blue Cross Blue Shield,
and wait for 70 percent of the
costs to be returned to them.
While this may not be a problem
for a bottle of aspirin, when more
serious medications are required,
the bills can run into the hundreds
and even thousands of dollars.
One problem Noah Ginnings
faced in paying his bills was a
delay in the turnaround of this

reimbursement. Sometimes his
family waited more than a month
before Blue Cross Blue Shield
returned their 70 percent share.
Carol Roy, of the state auditor’s
office, however, said there is a
state law requiring an insurance
company to return a claim within
30 days of its receipt. The time
can vary widely, however,
between when a medical service is
rendered and the provider sends
the claim to the insurance company.
Morrison said that 45 million
Americans don’t have insurance
to begin with. Millions more are
underinsured. He said that covering people adequately is economically important.
“We should cover them,”
Morrison said. “We pay a lot for
health coverage in the U.S.
because a lot of people make
money off the health care system.”

Insurance Dictionary
To avoid getting lost in insurance policy jargon, here are the definitions of a few important words of the industry:
• Allowable fee: The cost an insurance company considers appropriate for a given medical service. Though
actual costs may vary widely among providers, the insurance company works off of this estimate in its percentage
of coverage.
• Annual Maximum Out of Pocket Expense: The
maximum costs you can incur before the insurance company will pay 100 percent of the remaining expenses. This
amount is set at $5,000 for UM’s student plan and it
includes the deductible.

• Co-pay: The amount of a medical expense you are
responsible for, after the deductible has been met. In
UM’s plan, a student pays 30 percent, while Blue Cross
Blue Shield picks up 70 percent.
• Deductible: The amount of medical fees one must pay
before an insurance company agrees to cover some of the
costs. In UM’s Blue Cross Blue Shield student policy, the
deductible is $250.
• Premium: The initial fee to purchase an insurance
package. The premium for UM’s student plan is now
$611.50 per semester of coverage. This amount has

increased by almost 23 percent in three years due to inflation in the health care industry.
•Pharmacy Benefit Management Program: (Also
called an annual stop loss) A program in which you can
bill your insurance company directly for prescriptions at
the pharmacy. With such a program, you are only responsible for your co-payment at the pharmacy. UM’s Blue
Cross Blue Shield student insurance plan lacks such a program, requiring students to pay 100 percent of the bill
upfront, and then file a claim that will be reimbursed by
Blue Cross Blue Shield.
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BRENNA MOORE
MONTANA KAIMIN
I’m standing on a taut, green
climbing rope, legs shaking and
hands tense as I grasp for the
helpful hands offering themselves up on both sides of me.
“Focus on the tree, it’s something that’s not moving,” someone says.
I try and heed the advice but
am distracted by the wobbling
line underneath me. With each
step I take, I think to myself, How
in God’s name am I going to get
my foot to come off the line
again?
Suddenly the rope makes a
snapping sound, and my feet fly
back down to the ground, catching the line on the way. My leg
stings and the tips of toes ache as
I put my shoes back on, amid the
weak applause of the surrounding
experts.
Slacklining is a growing trend
among college students and sport
enthusiasts who wish to perfect
their balance, movement and
focus.
Tyler Morgan, a UM sophomore in creative writing and
slackliner, said he thinks it
evolved from rock climbing
(since all the equipment used is
rock climbing equipment) and is
used to improve balance and
relieve boredom.
Students around the University
of Montana have joined the
slackline evolution; some have
been doing it for a few months,

others for a couple of years.
Finding out about slacklining
at college, the participants return
to their hometowns with new
knowledge of the sport, telling
and teaching their friends the way
of the line, Morgan said.
Groups of students can be
found out on the Oval, testing
their skills on the rope every day
of the week if the weather is nice
and even on days when the
weather’s not as favorable.
Those who pass by the slackliners on campus often seem to be
interested in the sport, asking if
it’s related to tightrope walking
and wondering what it feels like
to do it.
Morgan got into slacklining
because he “was just curious.”
“I just started (slacklining) … I
could do with some help,” said
Hannah VanArsdell, a freshmen
in environmental studies.
Kelly Perkins, a sophomore
anthropology major, saw the
group one day and ended up
becoming a skilled slackliner.
“They told me to get on the line
and I did and they helped me,”
she said. “That’s how I met most
of my friends, is through the
slackline.”
“(Slacklining)
definitely
expands the social circles,” said
Jesse Carnes, a junior in fine arts,
whom the other slackliners refer
to as “J-Bot 5000.”
Perkins said families often
walk by with their children, who
are generally very eager to try it
out, even if it’s only a one-time

thing.
“(These
people)
would teach anybody,”
said Stacy Gray, a
sophomore journalism
major.
“Everyone
meets through the
slackline.”
On any given day,
lines can vary in
height. Some are tied
to stand a couple of
feet above the ground,
others are tied at an
angle and are known
as “slant lines” and
one is suspended
about 30-feet high,
known as the “high
line,” the slackliners
said.
The high line was
set up by Zeke
Garrison, a sophomore
in general studies. He
climbs the tree and ties
the ropes using rock
climbing methods, and
the rest of the slackliners climb up the tree to
walk the line, Perkins
said.
Not many slackliners have made it
across the high line,
but those who do
(Perkins made it last
week) feel a great
sense of accomplishment.
“Jesse is the king of
slacklining, Kelly is
the queen, and then
it’s just a community
Shane McMillan / Montana Kaimin
from there,” Gray Junior Chad Chittenden does a jumping turn on a slackline on the Oval Thursday afternoon. Chittenden has been slacksaid.
lining since we was a freshman and said he is always looking to land new moves.
Although several
slackliners have experienced ing,” and jumping on and off the to prevent damaging the trees and
twisted ankles, scraped and cut line.
cutting into the bark, Perkins
legs and bruised or jammed fin“You pick a spot on the tree said.
gers, the majority of the injuries and stare at it and just focus, it’s
The college setting is the desirare pretty minimal, Morgan said. like meditation,” Gray said.
able atmosphere for this sport,
“Even if you’re not that confiWhen climbing at a height that complete with students who are
dent, the way we do it there’s not is dangerous if one falls, precau- eager to try it.
too much chance of an injury,” he tions are taken to eliminate
Missoula is the perfect place
said.
injury. The ropes are doubled up, for this sport, Morgan said.
The one exception was when slackliners use climbing harness“Missoula’s a very open town,
Carnes was on the slant line, lost es and everything is backed up they’re pretty much open to
his balance and failed to catch the with climbing-strength carabin- everything and something that
safety line, falling about 12 feet ers.
shows that is that we haven’t gotand landing on his head, Morgan
Although slacklining comes ten hassled at all by anyone, peosaid.
with a safety risk, the group has ple are just curious, not mad or
But somehow he wasn’t seri- never been approached by cam- scared by it,” he said.
ously injured and the incident pus safety or anyone expressing
“We walk across (the slackdidn’t keep him from continuing concern. The only people who line), it’s as simple as it gets. It’s
to perfect his skills, which approach are the campus more of a communal thing to do
include stripping while on the groundskeepers that tell the with friends, it gets you outside
slackline, moving the rope back group to line the trees onto which instead of watching TV or wastand forth in a tactic called “surf- they tie the rope with cardboard ing away inside,” Perkins said.
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News
REACTION
Continued from Page 1
Doyle, and 61 of the state’s legislators. A county board went so far
as to cut its funding to a
University of Wisconsin program
by the amount of Barrett’s salary
for the particular course - $8,247.
Though university systems have
long been at the center of political
and academic controversy, Barrett
said using finance as a tool or
weapon is less common, but not
unheard of.
“I don’t think that is real common, but you know, even in
Montana quite recently, there was

7
an effort made by some industrial
groups to have funding for the
environmental studies program
cut,” Barrett said.
“If you can’t get somebody
fired, or if you can’t order them
from the outside to stop saying
what they’re saying or requiring
the reading they’re requiring, then
you cut their funding.”
Barrett also said it’s not uncommon for assigned material and
texts in general to be disputed.
He said a UM English professor
got a lot of heat in the 1970s after
assigning his essay, “The Student
as Nigger,” which compared the
situation of college students to
that of African-Americans in the
United States.

Barrett said precedents of academic freedom and professors’
tenure generally protect them in
these situations. “Any university
that would fire somebody over
something like this would be in
disrepute.
“There’s nothing wrong with a
professor assigning a reading that
outrages the sensibilities of some
people in the community,” Barrett
said. “The kind of resentment and
hostility that’s bred by these controversies is always going to be
with us.”

S. CAMPUS
Continued from Page 1
ty of building a new College of
Forestry and Conservation and an
indoor athletic practice building
in addition to new student housing.
The south campus will be used
mostly for academic or athletic
buildings, but Dennison said there
are other ways the area could be
used. While he didn’t rule out the
possibility of a retirement community on the south campus,
Dennison said UM will look into
some way to use the space to
bring money to UM.
“We’re going to have an alternative revenue stream,” Dennison
said. No companies as of yet had
made any inquiries about the
south campus, he said.
However, any firm plans have a
long way to go, Dennison said. A
committee that would work on
drawing up plans for the south
campus has yet to be formed. And
drawing up plans for the campus
will take about a year, Dennison
said.
While the UM golf course
probably won’t survive the
buildup of south campus,
Dennison said the playing fields
will remain as they are.

M
Montana
Kaimin

K

Features

Saviors

for
the

Sightless

8

Above: Emmie, a Catahoula leopard dog, has a
condition known as microphthalmos, which
causes an animal’s eyes to be the size of pencil
erasers from the time they are born, and leaves
them blind. The patchwork on her back is called
merling and is very common among dogs born
blind, said Sarah Gibson, one of the
workers at the ranch.

Right: Alayne Marker, co-founder of the ranch,
kisses Widget, the first animal saved crosscountry. Widget is blind in one eye from glaucoma and from a detached retina in the other.

Lower right: Wobbles suffers from a neurological
disorder known as cerbellar hyperplasia, which
causes him to literally wobble as he walks. The
cats all live together in a small ‘cathouse’ near
the Smith and Marker’s home on the ranch.

Chance was 500 pounds underweight, and eating wood scraps to
survive at the abandoned ranch
where he was rescued. The horse’s
eyes were oozing liquid and rotting away from his head because
of a severe infection in both eyes.
Because of his eye damage,
Chance was sent to the Rolling
Dog Ranch Animal Sanctuary, a
ranch in Montana that cares for
disabled animals, most of which
are blind. Chance eventually had his
eyes surgically removed, and he now
lives a healthy, normal life on the

Story and photos by

ranch.
The nonprofit ranch is the only
place in the United States where
blind horses, dogs and cats, who
would otherwise be euthanized,
can have a place to call home.
Husband and wife Steve Smith
and Alayne Marker founded it in
December 2000. The 160 acre
ranch is five miles east of Ovando,
Mont., in the Blackfoot River
Valley. More than 70 animals find
refuge at the ranch, which is completely funded by donations.

Ashley McKee
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Top: The Rolling Dog Ranch Animal Sanctuary sits on 160 acres in the Blackfoot River Valley, five miles east of Ovando. It houses more than 70 disabled horses, dogs and cats, more than half of which are blind. It is the only animal sanctuary in the United States
that cares for blind animals, said Steve Smith, a co-founder of the ranch.

Bottom: Because his eyes were rotting away due to end-stage uveitis (inflaming of the uvea), Chance’s eyes were surgically removed upon arriving at the ranch. Abandoned to fend for himself in Seattle, Chance was found by a local rescue group 500 pounds underweight and eating scraps of wood to survive.
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In the garages, basements and backyards of Missoula,
a select few ensure that the local music pulse continues to beat
IAN GRAHAM
MONTANA KAIMIN

Missoula is known among musicians as a
Northwest indie and punk rock hot spot.
It’s become a sort of miniature Portland,
cultivating not only a strong local scene
unique to the town, but also pushing bands
into the national spotlight. It’s easy for anyone to see: fliers for shows litter light posts
and shop windows all over downtown, the
muffled sound of a concert is heard every
weekend coming out of one bar or another,
and there are always crowds of so-called
“scenesters” wearing tight jeans and strange
hairdos outside The Loft on Higgins and
other venues.
But smoking cigarettes and wearing
Buddy Holly glasses do not a scene make,
according to local musician and part-time
promoter Alex Wilson. Although he enjoys
local music (“There’s some neat bands,” he
remarked), he said the audiences lack the
enthusiasm to give rock shows the vitality
they need to be successful. Show-goers opt
instead to, as Wilson put it, “try to be cooler than everyone,” rather than have fun at
concerts.
The same people that would lambast others for conformity or following a group
mentality, he said, are attending shows in
order to join a contradictory nonconformist
clique.
“There’s too much standing around,” he
said. “Music is about enjoying yourself, not
seeing how fucking cool you can be. I think
we get a lot of runoff from the Portland
‘too-cool’ scene, and that’s lame. All of a
sudden that’s what a scene is; people trying
really hard to be part of a special group.”
Wilson did clarify, however, that his beef
is with audiences, not with Missoula’s
musicians or promoters. He said that the
people he worked with have been incredibly
helpful in promoting his group, Rome is
Falling. What’s good about Missoula, he
said, is that the town is very receptive to different types of music.
Josh Vanek, owner of locally based label
Wåntage Records, said that Missoula’s
scene is a haven for “weirder punk rock.”

Eleena Fikhman/Montana Kaimin

Junior Alex Wilson tests out his soundboard in his apartment/recording studio Thursday afternoon. Wilson started a one-man band in the summer of 2005 and was joined a few months later by
Murphy Woodhouse. Wilson plans to start a recording label called Pegasus Party Productions; so far he has only recorded a demo of his own band.

Vanek, who has been involved in local indie
rock since he released a compilation CD
featuring Missoula bands in 1994, said
despite all of the changes in the scene, the
town has remained pivotal in Northwest
indie rock.
“Mainstream music like cover bands, or
more ethnocentric jam band music, whether
it’s more Afro-centric, Celtic, or folky or
bluesy, has its place,” he said. “But
Missoula’s always been a place for independent and punk rock. If anything, the
music’s gotten more creative and unique.
There’s better music going on now than
there was 10 years ago, or at least more of
it.”
The label owner and promoter said a lot

of credit for the increase in creative music is
due to the do-it-yourself attitude many punk
and indie musicians have, as well as
improving technology.
Since digital
recorders have become readily available to
the public at fairly low prices, it’s become
easier for someone to produce a quality
record out of their basement with little more
than some microphones and a laptop.
“There’s not a big market for small indie
records, but this way an artist can record
their music cheaply and quickly while
maintaining total control,” Vanek said.
“But there are limitations. I like a rough,
two-mic recording for its aesthetic, but a
band is usually better represented by a
recording that’s done right. Sound engi-

neering is a science, and not everybody
knows how to make a good recording. But
there are better studios right now than there
ever have been in Missoula.”
Despite the rise in professional studios,
Wilson estimated that for every regularly
performing band in Missoula, there’s a
homegrown record label.
“Missoula’s kind of like the Seattle
grunge scene,” he said. “Not everyone can
get a record deal, and you don’t want to sit
on a bunch of good songs and hope someone will want to record you. People get fed
up and do it themselves. Pretty much every
serious musician has something like I
have.”
What he has, what he loosely refers to as

Montana

Kaimin

Friday, October 13, 2006
his “label,” Pegasus Party
Productions, is little more than
an array of his own instruments
and a soundboard. He said his
studio was born of necessity and
nitpicking.
“It’s too annoying to try to
work with other musicians and
run a label, especially by
myself,” he said. “I’m interested
in expanding this living room
hobby set-up into a real record
label, but for now it’s just something I use for personal projects.
As much as I talk shit about the
scene, I want to give something
back to it, because it’s been good
to me. I want to help upcoming
musicians with my studio the
same way I was helped.”

has been around. Notably, The
Velvet Underground made a
career playing almost exclusively at Andy Warhol’s New York
apartment.
In addition to house shows,
some music-friendly Missoula
businesses open their doors to
concerts. Promoter and Victory
Smokes member Mike Gill said
that although house shows
(which helped him to start promoting two years ago) are
always available, there are still
plenty of venues that will host
shows.
“Whether a venue is actually a
music venue or not is always a
gray area,” he said. “Depending
on how big the band is, what
kind of guarantee they have with
a promoter, you can do shows all
over the place. For quieter
bands, local clothing stores will
host a show, while louder bands

Depending on how big the
band is, what kind of guarantee they have with a promoter, you can do shows all
over the place.
–Mike Gill

Mike Gill and his band, Victory Smokes, are
coming to a venue near you.

Since the Raven Café closed,
adding another club to the list of
venues no longer available (following, most recently, the Ritz
and Jay’s), Vanek said that the
scene will probably just spread
out. Larger shows will be limited to the Elks Club and similarly
sized venues, all-ages shows will
continue to be the Boys and Girls
Club’s mainstay, while house
shows will be increasing quite a
bit.
“Those places are really the
standards, so that’s where the
music will go until new venues
come up,” he said.
Although many think house
shows are limited to bad high
school cover bands at a friend’s
kegger, playing shows in basements and garages for small
audiences has been a standard for
underground music since music

will need a place like the Elks
Club.”
Gill said that although promoting is a lot of work, it helps local
bands grow and practice. That
experience in turn will help local
bands embark on large-scale
regional and national tours.
“As a local band, we (the
Victory Smokes) play with a lot
of touring bands (that I promote).
We rarely make money—sometimes we can sell some T-shirts
or CDs—but the band can develop really quickly. We get lots of
chances to work out glitches that
might not come up in regular
practice. We play so many
shows that it’s almost like live
practice.”
Thanks to successful national
and international tours by local
bands, such as new-new-wavers
Volumen, emo screamers the
Sharktopus, and sleazy sex-rockers the International Playboys,
Missoula music is reaching
across the country (in Volumen’s
case, across Europe). Wilson
said, all that bands need to do
locally to keep the scene strong
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Kaimin Arts Proudly Presents

The Great Kaimin
Pumpkin-Off
“A competition for the ages”
The rules are...
• Carve a pumpkin with the
tool of your choice
• Submit your vegetable to
Journalism 107 between
October 25 and 27. Early or
late entries will not be
accepted and are likely to be
smashed before your eyes
• Pumpkins will be judged
o n c r e a t i v i t y a n d c r a f t s m a nship by a special guest
judge
• One pumpkin per
s t u d e n t , g r o u p s u b m i s-

sions are encouraged
• Best entry wins $50 in cold
hard cash in addition to the
coveted Golden Pumpkin
Trophy
• The winner will be
announced on Halloween
week. Other top entries will
be featured in the paper
• All pumpkins entered in
the contest become sole
property of the Montana
Kaimin
• May the Devil be with you

The Kaimin is not responsible for any injuries that may occur while pumpkin carving

is to keep playing.
“There are a lot of really creative
bands, a lot of really good bands
that have been around for a while,”
he said. “But there are plenty of
young bands that are just starting.
As long as there are people trying
new things and playing music, I
think Missoula will be a place
known for its music.”
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PETE DELMOE
MONTANA KAIMIN
The scoreboard operator at the
Grizzly football homecoming game
against Northern Arizona could be
the busiest person in Missoula on
Saturday as the top two offenses in
the Big Sky Conference meet.
The Griz (4-1 overall, 3-0 Big
Sky Conference) lead the league in
scoring with just over 32 points a
game while the Lumberjacks are
putting up over 30 points a contest.
Although both teams score a lot,
they do it in somewhat different
ways. The Griz have been more
successful running the ball than the
pass-happy Lumberjacks who do
most of their damage through the
air.
NAU (2-3, 1-1) is led by senior
and four-year starter Jason
Murrietta, who was the conference
MVP in 2003 as a freshman when
he led NAU to a 9-4 record while
throwing for 3,472 yards and 29
touchdowns.
So far this season Murrietta has
completed more than 65 percent of
his passes and thrown for 1,158
yards and 12 touchdowns with only
two interceptions.
“He’s good,” said senior UM cornerback Tuff Harris. “He has a nice
touch on the ball. He had a couple
of down years you could say, not
necessarily what he was doing. This
year they tightened things down
and got (Alex) Watson and a few
other receivers and they’re looking
good.”
Junior wide out Alex Watson is
Murrietta’s main target, hooking up
with him 33 times this year for 500
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UM cornerback Tuff Harris returns a punt during football practice in Washington-Grizzly Stadium Wednesday. The Griz will be playing Northern Arizona this
Saturday for homecoming.

yards and five scores. Watson leads
the conference with 6.6 catches a
game and is second in yardage with
100 yards a game.
“Alex is one of the more explosive players in our league,” UM
head coach Bobby Hauck said.
Watson
isn’t
the
only
Lumberjack receiver having a good
year. Six-foot-3-inch sophomore
Skyler Moore has 19 catches for
316 yards and four touchdowns and
junior wide out Kanny Mahone has
18 catches for 171 yards and three

touchdowns.
“We are preparing to play each of
their receivers,” Harris said. “Any
game could be their biggest game.”
The Griz offense relies a little
more on their running game to get
in the end zone. The Griz are second in the conference in rushing
and lead the league in rushing
touchdowns with 10. Junior running back Reggie Bradshaw has
done most of the damage for the
Griz, rushing for 324 yards and a
league-leading six rushing touch-

downs.
“I think that he looks more comfortable every week,” said Hauck,
after Bradshaw got his first 100yard game last weekend against
Eastern Washington. “He’s certainly running hard. He’s taking care of
the football and I’m excited about
the way he’s playing right now.”
With the running game going
strong, UM senior quarterback Josh
Swogger said it just opens things
up in the passing game for the Griz.
“It helps out a lot because we do

play action off that,” Swogger said.
“It takes pressure off me because
the defense never knows what’s
coming.”
The defense and special teams
have also been making Swogger
and the offense’s job a whole lot
easier by creating turnovers and
leaving the offense with a shorter
field to work with. The last two
weeks the Griz defense has created
11 turnovers.
The secondary in particular has
been opportunistic lately. Of the
five interceptions against Eastern
Washington last weekend, four
were by the secondary, but Hauck
said there are other factors
involved than just good play by the
secondary.
“The secondary is playing well
right now, but defense is a team
game and a lot of the interceptions
are coming because linebackers are
tipping balls or front guys are tipping balls or the quarterbacks getting hit by a front guy,” Hauck
said.
Saturday’s game will be somewhat of a homecoming for some of
the coaches who have worked for
both universities. NAU head coach
Jerome Souers, who is in his ninth
season as the Lumberjacks coach,
was an assistant coach for the Griz
for 12 seasons from 1986-1997.
Since his departure he has been
treated rudely by Montana, going
0-8 against the Griz.
Hauck said knowing the coach
on the other sideline isn’t always a
bad thing.
“Often times it’s more fun to
beat your buddies than guys you
don’t know,” Hauck said.

Griz soccer hits the road to take on Sac. State, PSU
AMBER KUEHN
MONTANA KAIMIN
After five games at home, the
University of Montana soccer
team will hit the road this weekend to take on a pair of conference foes.
The Griz head to Sacramento
State to play the Hornets on
Friday at 2:30 p.m. before head-

ing to Portland State for a 2 p.m.
game on Sunday.
UM
head
coach
Neil
Sedgwick said being back on the
road–UM spent its first eight
matches there–isn’t a big deal.
“It won’t be too bad because
we’re well-traveled from the
beginning of the season,” he
said.
Junior
forward
Laura

Nogueira said they are focused
on the task at hand.
“It’s definitely been a nice
break being at home,” she said.
“But whether we’re at home or
on the road, it’s just another
game we have to win.”
Montana is 9-3 against
Sacramento State, but lost to
them 2-0 last year.
“They’re a good goal-scoring
team and they’ve been defending well,” Sedgwick said. “And
they’re playing at home. They
have everything on their side.”

The two teams have similar
spots in the Big Sky Conference
standings as all eight Big Sky
teams have 1-1 records in conference play. Montana is 7-6
overall and Sacramento State is
7-6-1. The Hornets are coming
off a 1-0 overtime loss to Idaho
State last Saturday.
Nogueira said it’s always a
battle when the Griz play the
Hornets.
“Since I’ve been here, we’ve
always
played
down
at
(Sacramento) State,” she said.

“But every game here on out
we’re just looking for the win, I
don’t focus so much on the
opponent.”
The Griz are 7-5-1 all-time
against Portland State. However,
Montana has lost the last four
match-ups with the Vikings.
Tim Bennett, head coach for
Portland State, said the Griz are
a different team this year and
said he’s excited for the game.
“They’re a good team,” he
said. “We’re looking forward to
playing them on Sunday.”
The Vikings are a different
team this year, too. They’ve had
trouble putting points on the
board, scoring only four goals
so far while allowing opponents
to net 22 goals. The Vikings
have only won a single game,
defeating Idaho State 1-0 in
overtime last weekend.
Sedgwick said despite a difficult non-conference schedule,
the Vikings will be ready to play
the Griz on their own Astroturf.
“It wasn’t the best preseason
for them, but they had two
strong games against Oregon
and Oregon State,” he said.
“They’ll be tough.”
It may only be the second
weekend of conference play, but
the Griz aren’t taking any game
lightly.
“It can never be too early for a
game to have value in the Big
Sky Conference,” Sedgwick
said. “Every game is critical.”
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Griz barely miss upset over Sacramento State
SARAH SWAN
MONTANA KAIMIN
It could have been the biggest upset
in the Big Sky Conference this season
but, in the end, the University of
Montana volleyball team narrowly
lost last night 3-2 to the Sacramento
State Hornets.
“I thought (Sac State) did everything as advertised,” Wagner said.
Wagner said Sac State did everything they were planning to do on the
court, but added that they weren’t
counting on the level of play that
Montana brought to the court.
“We hit smart, we passed well, we
did everything well,” Wagner said. “It
felt real good to them in a non-winning situation. I know we’re capable
of playing at that level more often
now, and that’s why I can’t wait to put
this team on the court again.”
Sac State walked onto Montana’s
court in first place in the Big Sky with
a 6-0 conference record, having swept
all of its preceding conference matches. The Hornets had also beaten
Montana 13 straight times.
In the first two games, it looked as
though the Hornets were going to
snatch another 3-0 sweep as Montana
fell 30-21 and 31-29.
Montana, the fourth place team in
the Big Sky, recorded 10 service
errors in the first two games. Wagner
said he thought the serving situation
contributed only to the outcome of the
second game when Montana made
seven service errors.
Montana went into its locker room
at the intermission and heard only one

Eleena Fikhman/ Montana Kaimin

Grizzlies Jessica Peterson (12) and Claudia Houle (3) go up for a block against Sacramento State
Thursday night.

thing from Wagner.
“More aces than errors,” Wagner
said. “Then (in the next games) our
serving improved, and now we’re
convinced that consistency could lead
us to where we want to go as a team.”
Montana walked back onto the
court after the half with a different air
in their step. UM won games three
and four before falling 15-12 in the
fifth and deciding game.
UM outside hitter Claudia Houle
recorded an offensive and defensive
double-double, leading UM with 27
kills and 24 digs.
Houle wasn’t the only go-to player
on the night as four other Griz players

smacked down double digit kills.
Outside hitters Jade Roskam,
Emily Sakis and Micaela Parker
helped with 16, 13 and 12 kills,
respectively.
Houle said that the game wasn’t
about one player on the court; it was
also about the passing, the setting and
the defense that helps win games.
“If you can accomplish good
things it’s because of your teammates around you helping you out,”
Houle said.
Montana’s defense also proved to
be an obstacle for Sac State to overcome.
Libero Jackie White recorded 27

New York blanks St. Louis
NEW YORK (AP) - Sharp and
deceptive as ever, Tom Glavine
took charge again, putting the
pitching-depleted Mets on his
40-year-old back to give New
York the lead in the NL championship series.
Carlos Beltran rocked Shea
Stadium with a homer that
crashed off the scoreboard to
back another gem by Glavine,
and the Mets beat the St. Louis
Cardinals 2-0 in Game 1 on
Thursday night.
“Tommy was the key,” New
York manager Willie Randolph
said. “He’s quiet, goes about his
business and is one of the leaders
on our staff.”
Making his 34th postseason
start, Glavine shut down Albert
Pujols and extended his scoreless
streak to 13 innings in these
playoffs.
Beltran, who wore out St.
Louis in the NLCS with Houston
two years ago, hit a two-run shot
off an otherwise impressive Jeff
Weaver in the sixth. That was all
the offense New York needed to
win its eighth straight game, dating to the regular season.
“It pains me,” Cardinals manager Tony La Russa said. “No
way to suggest that he’s a losing
pitcher. ... Jeff was outstanding.
So was Glavine. We hit too many
balls in the air. I mean, it’s tough
to win when you do that.”
After rain postponed the opener Wednesday night, the
Cardinals bumped up ace Chris
Carpenter, who will pitch on regular rest Friday night in Game 2.

Rookie right-hander John Maine
will be on the mound for the
Mets.
Missing injured starters Pedro
Martinez
and
Orlando
Hernandez, the Mets are counting heavily on Glavine as they
chase their first World Series title
in 20 years. The cagey left-hander has delivered in a big way.
He threw six scoreless innings
in Game 2 of the first round,
helping the Mets to a three-game
sweep of the Los Angeles
Dodgers. And the two-time Cy
Young Award winner, who waited four seasons to reach the
playoffs with New York after

doing so year after year in
Atlanta, was just as good against
St. Louis.
“I understand the importance
of when I pitch now. But at the
same time, I’m trying my best to
mentally play games with myself
and dismiss that,” Glavine said.
“I don’t want to go out there with
any added pressure on myself.”
Helped by two inning-ending
double plays and a sprawling
catch by super sub Endy Chavez,
Glavine yielded only four hits
and two walks. He struck out
Pujols in the first, walked him in
the fourth and retired him on a
liner to shortstop in the sixth.

total digs with sophomore Julie
Faulk and junior Shelley Boyd each
adding 13 digs for the Griz.
Montana outblocked the Hornets
15-12 as well and middle hitter
EvaLyn Whitehead led her team
with eight assisted blocks.
“The fact that we’re extremely
competitive with them is showing
the rest of the conference how competitive we will be and how much of
a force we are to be reckoned with,”
Roskam said.
Atlee Hubbard and Jennifer
Ferguson both recorded double-doubles for the Hornets. Hubbard had
16 kills and 10 digs while Ferguson
recorded 15 kills and 21 digs.
“The loss was disappointing,
obviously, but we were just trying
to take everything good that came
out of this game,” Roskam said.
“Over the last three games we really reduced our serving errors and
our intensity level was just through
the roof so we’re taking that level
of play.”
Houle said the biggest thing to
focus on was not the winning or the
losing, but that fact that Montana
improved their overall performance since last weekend’s losses
against Portland State and Eastern

Washington.
“The intensity was there, that’s
for sure,” Houle said. “We were
believing in each other, and everyone pulled out what they needed to
pull out at the moment that they
needed to, so that’s the key.”
Houle also said that she thought
Sac State was leaving Montana’s
gym a little more scared than
usual.
“I think they are mature enough
to realize they are not unbeatable,”
Houle said. “I don’t think they
expected that much out of us,
that’s probably going to push them
to work harder in the gym.”
Despite three losses in a row, the
Griz, now 4-4 in the Big Sky, plan
on keeping their heads high as they
head into the second half of their
conference play when they face
Montana State in Bozeman on
Saturday.
“We’re going to be as good as
our next match, and we have plenty to draw from,” Wagner said.
“We played three of the teams that
were picked one through three in
the conference … Regardless of
those three outcomes, we drew
from each one and it prepared us
well for the second half.”

